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EDITORIAL 
One of the important ingredients in obtaining the picture of the 
whole situation of a phenomenon is to look at official interpretations . 
Alf Johansen, a Dani sh Lutheran pastor, who is a longtime observer of 
the Orthodox Churches in the Soviet Union, Romania, and Bulgaria, and a 
previous contributor to OPREE (Vol . 1 ,  No . 7) presents here a survey of 
the statements on the Russian Orthodox Church from 1917 to the end of 
the Brezhnev era as gleaned from the Russian Orthodox publications, both 
periodical literature and typescript theses and dissertations . In 
addition, he discusses the athei st periodicals and statements . The 
contribution is  in the nature of a report with little emphasis on 
analysis and evaluation . 
A companion piece on the Russian Orthodox Church is a commemorative 
personal reflection written by CAREE ' s chairperson , James Will . The 
reflection was requested for a Christian Peace Conference booklet 
devoted to Metropolitan Nikodim, commemorating him as the president of 
the CPC . But it was not accepted for publication because of Will's 
unwillingness to delete and modify some statements . The importance of 
this essay is twofold . Firstly, it sheds light on a controversial, yet 
central figure in the Russian Orthodox Church ' s  and CPC ' s hierarchy .  
Secondly, i t  is  a testimony to the mentality of the Czechoslovak censors 
who will not pass even an appreciative statement on Nikodim, an approved 
Church leader, because of their attempt to render Milan Machovec, a 
Marxi st out of favor, a non-person . Such attempts to erase all public 
references to a historical figure have been frequent in Eastern European 
Communist historiography and publicity . 
Finally, there is an additional reflection on the Reverend Billy 
Graham ' s  involvement in peace work and evangeli sm in Eastern Europe . In 
our Vol . 2, No . 4 report on the Moscow Conference we have made reference 
to his role at the Conference . Bill Yoder follows this  up with 
observations of Graham ' s  Fall, 1982 visit to East Germany (the 
Czechoslovak portion of that tour is not covered in Yoder ' s  report) . 
Bill Yoder ' s  piece helps in furthering the understanding of Graham ' s  
changing posture toward Eastern Europe, but it also gives interesting 
insights into the life of the East German churches . 
Paul Mojzes, editor 
